WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . An annotation processing apparatus comprising: 
an image data interface; 

an annotation interface; and 

a processor, coupled to said image data interface and said annotation interface; 

wherein said processor detects a transmission of image data presented at said 
image data interface and controls said annotation interface to prompt a user to supply an 
annotation. 

2. The apparatus according to claim 1 further comprising a data storage 
coupled to said processor; and 

wherein said processor controls said data storage to store said annotation received 
via said annotation interface. 

3. The apparatus according to claim 2 further comprising a communications 
interface coupled to said processor; and 

wherein said processor retrieves said annotation from said storage and transmits 
said annotation to a recipient via said communications interface. 

4. The apparatus according to claim 3 wherein said processor controls said 
image data interface to emulate one of a network, a network device and a computer. 

5. The apparatus according to claim 3 wherein said processor controls said 
data storage to store an image data received via said image data interface; and 

wherein said processor retrieves said image data from said storage and transmits 
said image data to said recipient via said communications interface. 
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6. The apparatus according to claim 3 wherein said processor creates a 
modified image data by modifying an image data received via said image data interface; and 

wherein said processor causes said modified image data to be transmitted to said 
recipient via said communications interface. 

7. The apparatus according to claim 6 wherein said modified image data 
includes an indication of separate annotation. 

8. The apparatus according to claim 6 wherein said modified image data and 
said image data are formatted according to different protocols. 

9. The apparatus according to claim 1 further comprising a user interface 
coupled to said processor; and 

wherein said processor receives via said user interface a user command to control 
an operation of the apparatus. 

1 0. The apparatus according to claim 1 wherein said annotation interface 
comprises a telephone handset. 

11. A method of annotating an image data comprising the steps of: 
receiving a transmission of said image data to a recipient; 

receiving from an annotation source an annotation corresponding to the image 

data; and 

transmitting said annotation to the recipient. 

12. The method according to claim 1 1 further comprising the step of 
transmitting said image data to the recipient for the image data. 

13. The method according to claim 1 1 further comprising the step of 
retrieving from storage a transmission preference corresponding to the recipient; and wherein 
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said step of transmitting comprises the step of transmitting said annotation to the recipient in 
accordance with said transmission preference. 

14. The method according to claim 1 3 wherein said transmission of said 
image data to the recipient is by a first communications protocol; 

wherein the transmission of said annotation to the recipient is by a second 

communications protocol; and 

wherein said first communications protocol is different from said second 

communications protocol. 

1 5 . The method according to claim 1 3 wherein said transmission of said 

image data to the recipient is by a first communications system; 

wherein the transmission of said annotation to the recipient is by a second 

communications system; and 

wherein said first communications system is different from said second 

communications system. 

1 6. The method according to claim 1 1 further comprising the steps of: 
retrieving from storage a transmission preference corresponding to the recipient; 
displaying said transmission preference to a user; and 

receiving from the user a transmission instruction; and 
wherein said step of transmitting comprises the step of transmitting said 
annotation to the recipient in accordance with said transmission instruction. 

17. The method according to claim 1 1 wherein said annotation source is a 
user-controlled audio input device. 



KL3:21S8840 1 



-34- 



18. The method according to claim 1 1 wherein said annotation source is a 
user-controlled video input device. 

19. The method according to claim 1 1 further comprising the step of 
transmitting an indication of annotation to the recipient. 

20. The method according to claim 1 1 further comprising the step of 
modifying said image data to include an indication of annotation. 

21 . A method of annotating an image data comprising the steps of: 
y? receiving a transmission of said image data to a recipient; 



receiving from the user a second annotation; and 
transmitting said second annotation to the recipient for the image data. 
22. A method of annotating an image data comprising the steps of: 
receiving a transmission of said image data to a recipient; 
displaying said image data to a user; 

receiving a selection of a portion of said image data from the user; 

receiving from an annotation source an annotation corresponding to said portion; 




data; 



receiving from an annotation source an annotation corresponding to the image 



displaying said annotation to a user; 



and 



transmitting said annotation to the recipient. 



23. The method according to claim 22 further comprising the steps of 



generating an address corresponding to said portion; and 



transmitting said address to the recipient. 



-35- 



KL3:2158840 1 



nin up II • 



24. An image data and annotation communication system comprising: 
an image and annotation processing system; and 

a communications network coupled to said image and annotation processing 

system. 

25. A system according to claim 24 further comprising a source of image data 
coupled to said image and annotation processing system. 

26. A system according to claim 24 further comprising an annotation source 
coupled to said image and annotation processing system. 

27. A system according to claim 24 further comprising an annotation playback 
system coupled to said communications network. 

28. A system according to claim 24 wherein said communications network 
comprising communications systems utilizing at least one of a satellite communications system, 
a local area network, a wide area network, the Internet, a public telephone system, an optical 
communications system, and a wireless communications system. 

29. A system according to claim 24 wherein said image and annotation 
processing system comprises: 

an annotation transmission device operable to transmit an annotation through said 
communications network by a first protocol different than a second protocol by which an image 
data is transmitted through said communications network. 

30. A system according to claim 24 wherein said image and annotation 
playback system comprises: 

a facsimile machine having a handset; and 
a voice messaging system. 
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